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SUBJECT: NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING 

19 PROMINENT STORIES IN CARACAS PRESS REPORT THAT ON THE 
BASIS OF SEVERAL ANONYMOUS TELEPHONE CALLS RECEIVED EARLY 
JANUARY 8, THE VENEZUELAN POLICE (PTJ) HAVE UNDERTAKEN A 
SEARCH IN ANZOATEGUI STATE, 150 MILES EAST OF CARACAS, 

FOR THE BODY OF KIDNAPPED U.S. INDUSTRIALIST WILLIAM 
NIEHOUS. THE BODY WAS REPORTEDLY ABANDONED IN A RUGGED AREA 
BETWEEN ARAQUA DE BARCELONA AND SAN PABLO. ACCORDING TO 
THE STORIES, AUTHORITIES HAVE ORGANIZED AN INTENSIVE EFFORT 
TO VERIFY THE REPORTS, BUT A CONTINUING SEARCH OF THE 
COUNTRYSIDE HAS TURNED UP NOTHING. PRESS ACCOUNTS OF 
NIEHOUS' ALLEGED DEATH SPECULATE OVER THE MOTIVE BEHIND 
THE REPORTED CALLS. ONE DAILY SUGGESTED THAT A DISGRUNTLED 
EX-MEMBER OF THE GUERRILLA GROUP, BANDERA ROJA, MAY HAVE 
SOUGHT TO COMPROMISE HIS FORMER COMRADES THROUGH ADVERSE 
PUBLICITY. 

2. COMMENT: IT APPEARS THE STORIES ABOUT A PTJ SEARCH 
ARE VASTLY EXAGGERATED. APPARENTLY THE PTJ DID RECEIVE A 
PHONE CALL BUT IT PROVED TO BE A FALSE ALARM. BOTH THE 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR AND GOVERNOR OF ANZOATEGUI STATE HAVE 
DENIED THAT A PTJ SEARCH WAS CONDUCTED. THERE IS A SEARCH 
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GOING ON IN TRUJILLO STATE (ABOUT 250 MILES WEST OF 
CARACAS) WHICH IS BEING CARRIED OUT BY THE INTERIOR 
MINISTRY'S SECURITY SERVICE (DISIP), RATHER THAN PTJ, 

ALTHOUGH ELEMENTS OF THE LATTER MAY HAVE BEEN UTILIZED 
FOR DIGGING. THIS SEARCH WAS PROMPTED BY OTHER EARLIER 
INDICATIONS AND NOT, REPEAT NOT, BY A RECENT TELEPHONE 
CALL. END COMMENT. 
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3. IN RELATED STORIES, EL NACIONAL JANUARY 10 AND 1 1 

REPORT A RECENT INTERVIEW WITH DONNA NIEHOUS IN NEW JERSEY 
AND OHIO. PAPER REPORTS THAT MRS. NIEHOUS' VENEZUELAN 
I.D. CARD, TAKEN THE NIGHT OF THE KIDNAPPING, WAS RETURNED 
TO WILLIAM COLEMAN BY DEPUTY FORTUNATO HERRERA. ALONG WITH 
A PHOTO OF THE I.D., THE PAPER PUBLISHED A COPY OF AND 
EXCERPTS FROM MR. NIEHOUS’ LETTER OF JUNE 25 TO THE WIFE. 

IN THE INTERVIEW, MRS. NIEHOUS STATED THAT SHE CAN 
IDENTIFY ONE OF THE KIDNAPPERS AND THAT HE IS NOT AMONG 
THOSE PUBLICLY IDENTIFIED BY THE GOV. 

4. COMMENT: MRS. NIETOUS’ INTERVIEW, ALTHOUGH GIVEN 

A FULL PAGE SPREAD IN EL NACIONAL, CONTAINED LITTLE NOT 
PREVIOUSLY KNOWN. ONE NEW ELEMENT IS MRS. NIEHOUS' 

ASSERTION THAT HER I.D. CARD WAS RETURUNED TO HER 
THROUGH DEPUTY HERRERA. THE LETTER IS ONE WE KNEW 
ABOUT. END COMMENT. 
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